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3. Provide dedicated funding to support and expand the scientific workforce and animal research 

infrastructure. 

 

Additional details for each recommendation are included below, referencing proposed language in the House 

and Senate FY25 draft appropriations bills.  

 

Recommendation 1: Affirm and Invest in Necessary Animal Research to Advance Biomedical Progress, 

Including the Development of NAMs. 

 

To advance biomedical progress, we urge the House and Senate Appropriations Committees to affirm and 

invest in essential animal research. We applaud the House1 and Senate2 Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Education, and Related Agencies (LHHS) Appropriations subcommittees for recognizing the critical need for 

nonhuman primates (NHPs) in understanding biological processes and improving the effectiveness of 

treatments for the millions of Americans who suffer from chronic and degenerative diseases. In addition to 

including this language in the final funding package, similar recognition and support for animal studies in 

other areas of biomedical research is needed to promote a strong and sustainable research environment. 

 

Secondly, we request House and Senate appropriators refrain from including language found in the House 

LHHS and Agriculture, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies reports that increase 

administrative burden through duplicative reporting requirements and hinder other Congressional biomedical 

investments. For example, the House LHHS report language regarding NIH dog and cat research3 will weaken 

vital efforts to fulfill the Cancer Moonshot initiative. Dogs remain a crucial part of studying the genetic and 

molecular underpinnings of cancer. This knowledge enables researchers and clinicians to develop more 

targeted immunotherapies for both canine and human cancers while accelerating the development of 

personalized cancer treatments. 

 

Finally, we urge Congressional support for necessary animal studies to facilitate the research community’s 

collective efforts to reduce, refine, and replace animal use. This includes the development of NAMs. Currently, 

there are numerous scientific and regulatory barriers precluding the seamless integration of NAMs in all 

biomedical research disciplines. For example, NAM qualification and validation require robust animal studies 

to ensure safety and efficacy. Although multiple federal agencies have initiatives aimed at achieving this 

objective—



 

Recommendation 2: Emphasize High-Quality Science Rather Than Funding Restrictions and Arbitrary 

Deadlines 

 

In negotiating final funding provisions, we encourage prioritizing high-quality science that yields reliable 

results rather than imposing funding restrictions or subjective deadlines that prematurely phase out animal 

studies in favor of NAMs. While NAMs are progressing and hold promise, they are currently more effective in 

testing simple hypotheses or used in the early stages of drug screening. Diseases such as autoimmune 
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