Legislative Agenda for 118Congress (223-2024)

Appropriations for FY 202

United StatesDepartmentof Agriculture

Veterinary Services Grant Program (Sect. 7104 of the Agriculture Act of 2014)
Currentlyat $4 million, awaiting discussion with AVMA

The program was funded for the first time in FY 2016, at $2.5 million. The Veterinary Services
Grant Program (VSGP)elp relieve federally designated veterinary shortage situations by
supporting private veterinary practices engaged in public health activities and veterinarians

who are participating in or have successfully completed a Veterinary Medicine Loan Repaymen
Program (VMLRP) contract or similar state program. VSGP complements the VMLRP by helping
large animal veterinarians become established in rural communities.

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRPJQurrently at $10 million, also
awaiting dscussion with AVMA

The Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP) is a student loan repayment
program for veterinarians who practice in underserved areas. Loan repayment is essential to
address shortages of veterinarians practicing food supply medicine and public health.

VMLRP incentivizes specialization in food animal medicine, food safety and public health.
Continued funding will permit the USDA to select veterinarians who will agree to practice food
supply medicine and veterinary public health in federally designated veterinary shortage



Section 1433 Formula Funds for Animal Health and Reseal® million

Animal Health and Disease Research funds provide essential support for research on diseases
affecting foal-producing animals. These funds are the most important source of research
support for departments of veterinary science at U.S. universities.

In the Agriculture Act of 2014 (PL 119) this program was expanded to include a competitive
grants componenthat focuses on food security, One Health, and stewardship. The AAVMC
would like to see much more robust funding for this critical program expansion.

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRA} least $600 million(this number may change
givenour coalition partners)

AFRI grants support research, education, and extension and integrated initiatives addressing
issues of national, regional and mubfiate importance to the safety, sustainability, and quality
of American agriculture, including farefficiency and profitability, ranching, renewable energy,
forestry (both urban and agroforestry), aquaculture, rural communities and entrepreneurship,
human nutrition, food safety, biotechnology, and conventional breeding.

National Animal Health Laboratory Network At least $35million

The National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) infrastructure plays a critical role in
rapidly detecting and responding to foreign and domestic disease outbreaks and animal health
emergencies that threaten our nation’s food supply and public health.

Food Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAED.5 million (this is the maximum current
authorization, but we are working to double this in the Farm Bill)

FARAD is a congressionally mandatekmanagement program that is supported by the

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). FARAD's focus is limited to food animal
species exclusively. The program is maintained by a consortium of universities, including
University of Californi®@avis (UCD), University of Florida (UF), Kansas State University (KSU)
and North Carolina State University (NCSU). FARAD's primary mission is to prevent or mitigate
illegal or harmful residues of drugs, pesticides;toixins and other chemical agents that may
contaminate foods of animal origin.

National Institutes of Health — $50 billion (this number will also depend on our coalition
partners)

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is the nation’s federal health research agency, and the
premier governmenfunded research agency worldwide. Nearly ninety percent of NIH funding
flows to universities and other research institutions in the formarhpetitive grants.



Health ResourceservicesAdministration

Title VII and VIII Health Professions Workforce Progra$k.51 billion (this number may
change depending on our coalition partners)

The health professions programs, authorized under Nitleof the Public Health Service Act
provide education and training opportunities to a wide variety of health care professionals and
students. By educating and training an array of health professionals in interdisciplinary,
communitybased settings, theiffe VII programs enhance the supply, diversity, and

distribution of the workforce and address the deficits in the supply of health professionals.

Academic veterinary medical Institutions benefit from Title VIl and VIII public health and
preventive medtine programs that help address the growing shortages of public health
professionals. Additionally, a public health loan repayment program will provide incentives for
students to pursue public health careers.

Section 3151, Title 7, PL 1834 (Farm Bill)

Grants to enhance research capacity in schools of veterinary miedi

This section was passed within the 2018 Farm Bill. The legislation state3tieaecretary

shall conduct a program of competitive grants to States for the purpose of meeting the costs of
renovation, improving compliance with Federal regulations, employing faculty, acquiring
equipment, and taking other action related to the improvement of schools of veterinary
medicine to ensure agricultural competitiveness on a worldwide Babisdate, no funds have
been appropriatedor this section, though we continue to monitor the relevant committees,

and advocate for funding/Ve are also pursuing reauthorization of this provision in the next
Farm BiIll.

Current Status: FY 2023 propriationscontained no funds for this program.



HRXXXX/SXXXX, Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program Enhancement
Act - SUPPORT

Each of these bills would amend the Internal Revenue Code to make VMLRP awards exempt
from goss income and employment taxes. Awards are currently taxed peent. Those

taxes are paid by USDA directly to the Treasury on behalf of the award recipient. Tax exemption
for VMLRP awards would result in one additional veterinarian for every trasedoon current
appropriations.

Current Status: The bills are expected to be reintroduced in this Congress within a few weeks.

HRXXXX, The Veterinary Education and Training Minimizes Educational Debt
(VET MED) Act: SUPPORT

Thislegislationwould allow veterinary students in residency programs to be eligible for
interest-free deferment of their student loans during their residency. The legislation was
introduced by Rep. Kurt Schrader @R). He is no longer in Congress, so weaaikang for
another sponsor for the bill.

Current Status:We are hoping that he legislationwill be reintroduced in the House within a
few weeks.

HRX, The Equality Ac—SUPPORT

The Equality Act would amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to inphadections thd ban
discriminationbased orsexual orientation, gender identity, and sex in the areas of
employment, housing, public accommodations, public education, federal funding, credit, and
the jury system. The bill was introduced by Rep. Davidli@ (DRI) in the House, and Senator
Jeff Merkley (BOR) in the Senate the 117"

Current Status:



Current Status: Maye reintroduced in the House within a few weeks, althoutjie main
sponsor, former Rep. Fred Upton, has retired.

Farm Bill Legislation

AAVMC will be monitoring this legislation as it moves through the House and Séfeatee
particularly interested improvisions that reauthorize VMLRP and VSGP, and support doubling
the authorization for FARAD from $2.5 million to $5 million.

Ongoing pandemic preparednessgisliation—- SUPPORT

It is expected that the Biden Administratiand House and Senate Democréiad some
Republicansyill introduce and support pandemic preparednésgislation based on lessons
learned during the COVID erAVMC will monitor and assess these bills as they arise. In the
past, wehave supported additional funds for NIH and USDA to make up for lost research, as
well as funds to compensate animal laboratories that have expended funds on human testing.
We are working on additional support for higher education institutions in geresdhey

recover from Covid related restrictiomsd advancereparedness for future pandemics

Executive Branch Activities

Implementation of USDA'’s Veterinary Services Grant Progr@f®GP) and oversight of the
Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP)

AAVMQCurrently has a quarterlgonversation with Bob Smith and others who remain at USDA
and currently managthese keyprograms We have also engaged them on issues relateithe
application process for these programs, as well as the way that awards are designated.

We will continue to work with the agenciés keep the programs operating efficiently.
Implementation of the PCAST Repam Antibiotic Resistance

Severalears ago, the AAVMC, together with the Association of Public anddrantd

Universities (APLU), created the Task Force on Antibiotic Resistance in Production Agriculture.
The goal of the task force was to advise the federal government on a researutieagyed to

help publicly disseminate information on the judicious use of antibiotics in production
agriculture. The task force was a collaborative effort whose members weligoositioned to

advise the Obama administration as it considesaategies for addressing the serious public
health threat posed by antimicrobial resistance. The task force issued this report in late 2015:
http://www.aplu.org/library/addressingantibiotic-resistance/file



One of the direct outcomes of this task force was the creation of NJAMRRE, the National
Institute of Antimicrobial Resistance Research and Education.
https://www.nationalamrinstitute.org/

AAVMC continues to be involved in assisting NIAMRRE staff and coordinating government



interdisciplinary collaborations in all aspects of health care for humans, animals and the
environment.

AAVMC staff will also continue to work to establish stronger, ongoing relationships with staff
within several federal agencies, concentrating on NIH but incluatingy key science agencies
as well.This will include working with the new lgership at the agencies, including the Office



As in pasCongressesKevin Cain, in consultatiomith the Advocacy Committee, will continue
to evaluatelegislation and other policies as they arise, and make recommendations to the
Board for support or noisupport.
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