ADVISING THE PRE-VETERINARY STUDENT:

HEALTH PROFESSIONS
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. INTRODUCTION

The American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges
(AAVMC) recognizes the role advisors play in supporting,
motivating, nurturing, and guiding health professions applicants
through the preparation and application process. We want to
provide advisors with tools and resources to help them advise
students to be well-prepared and successful veterinary school
applicants. It is critical that the veterinary workforce refects

a diverse society, and advisors are in a pivotal role to help
encourage and support students from underrepresented and
minority populations apply to veterinary school.

This guide to advising Pre-Veterinary students is for individuals
who advise for the health professions. The guide provides
easy-to-read information so you can accurately discuss career
opportunities in veterinary medicine and the process for applying.
The guide includes information about prerequisite coursework,
experiential preparation, the Veterinary Medical College
Application Service (VMCAS), broaching sensitive topics, career
options and much more.





https://www.avma.org/education/accreditation-veterinary-colleges
https://applytovetschool.org
https://applytovetschool.org/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/cost-of-living-calculator
https://www.nerdwallet.com/cost-of-living-calculator

of Missouri, and Washington State University). The student
should inquire about this before applying to the school, so they
understand the requirements for state residency and the process



/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/cost-comparison-tool/ 
/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/cost-comparison-tool/ 
https://vetschoolbound.org/

The Veterinary Medical School Admissions Requirement website
(applytovetschool.org



http://applytovetschool.org
https://applytovetschool.org/
https://applytovetschool.org/
https://help.liaisonedu.com/VMCAS_Applicant_Help_Center/Submitting_and_Monitoring_Your_VMCAS_Application/Verification_and_GPA_Calculations_for_VMCAS/03_Calculating_Your_VMCAS_GPAs
https://help.liaisonedu.com/VMCAS_Applicant_Help_Center/Submitting_and_Monitoring_Your_VMCAS_Application/Verification_and_GPA_Calculations_for_VMCAS/03_Calculating_Your_VMCAS_GPAs
https://help.liaisonedu.com/@api/deki/files/2885/GPA_Calculation_20210629.xlsx?revision=5

issues), it's important that you share this information with
the admissions committees through the VMCAS explanation
box that is in the Personal Information section of VMCAS.

Remember AP courses don't count in the student’s GPA but may
satisfy a prerequisite depending on the school.

Does Your Major Matter
The simple answer is NO, but-

e Some majors make the transition to veterinary
school easier (e.g., biology or animal science)

e Choosing a non-traditional major (e.g.,
psychology, engineering [BME, ME], journalism)
can add to the diversity of the candidate

o Remember with this route to try to complete
the prerequisite coursed with high marks

When choosing courses outside of prerequisites and

major requirements, consider courses outside of “science”
public speaking (required by some schools), interpersonal
communication, stress & anxiety management, which can all help
with the social side of veterinary medicine.

Table 2. Choosing a Degree Plan

Degree Plan PRO

 REMEMBER — Life experience and opportunities
in undergraduate school are extremely
important to admissions committees

Table 2 can be used as a guide for choosing a degree plan.

GRE

* Many schools have dropped the GRE requirement.
Currently, only 6 US veterinary schools still require
the GRE to be considered for admissions. On the
https:/applytovetschool.org website you can easily
flter and fnd the schools that require the GRE.

» Double check with each school for each application cycle
and clarify by when testing needs to be completed.

» See if schools superscore (i.e. some programs will
accept the highest score from each section).

e Ask how important the standardized test is to the
admissions process. This can impact how you
prepare and spend your money on these tests.

» Some schools have dropped the GRE but
added Casper testing. Please see the section
later in this guide about Casper.

CON


https://applytovetschool.org

V. EXPERIENTIAL
PREPARATION AND



https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/article/med-schools-looking-for-15-competencies/
https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/what-medical-schools-are-looking-understanding-15-core-competencies
https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/what-medical-schools-are-looking-understanding-15-core-competencies

Select Your Most Important Experience

Applicants can select up to 5 experiences to highlight as their
most important. Once they have added all of their experiences,
they can click the star icon next to an experience in the My
Experiences list to mark it as their most important. It helps the
admissions committee understand what is important to the
student. Encourage the student not to “overthink” their choices or

“think from an admissions ofFcer’s perspective.” Students should
pick experiences that nurtured and supported them and express
who they are and what is important to them.

Figure 5 provides a diagrammatic guide on how to classify
experiences.

Figure 5. VMCAS Experiences Classifcation Guide

Chooses
Research
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AAVMC Statement on
Veterinary Experience Hours

Most U.S.



https://help.liaisonedu.com/VMCAS_Applicant_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_VMCAS_Application/VMCAS_Supporting_Information/2_Experiences
https://www.avma.org/advocacy/state-local-issues/sanctions-unauthorized-practice-veterinary-medicine
https://www.avma.org/advocacy/state-local-issues/sanctions-unauthorized-practice-veterinary-medicine

maturity. Therefore, it is important to select recommenders who
both support the student going to veterinary school, but who
have also seen the student behave in a professional and ethical
manner. Recommenders are also asked how well they know the
applicant: very well, moderately well or minimally well. Make
sure students are asking professionals who know them at least
moderately well.

Students will have the option of waiving their right to access the
evaluation. It is advised that students waive their right to access
the evaluation.

Committee Letters — Yes, or No?

Committee letters are not required by veterinary schools. If a
student submits a committee letter, it will count only as one
of their letters. If the student chooses to submit a committee
letter, it is important they check with the school before having
it submitted. Overall, advise applicants to request letters from
people who know them well.

VIlI. VMCAS

What is VMCAS?

The Veterinary Medical College Application Service (VMCAS)

is the centralized application service for Colleges of Veterinary
Medicine. Applicants complete one application and send all their
required materials through this service to multiple schools. The



https://help.liaisonedu.com/WebAdMIT_Help_Center/Universal_Advisor_Portal



https://help.liaisonedu.com/VMCAS_Applicant_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_VMCAS_Application/VMCAS_Supporting_Information/01_Essay

Supplemental Essays

While most schools have supplemental essay questions, they



Interviews


https://www.avma.org/javma-news/javma-news-archives
https://www.avma.org/javma-news/javma-news-archives
https://www.dvm360.com/view/8-must-ask-questions-veterinary-hospital-hires
https://www.dvm360.com/view/8-must-ask-questions-veterinary-hospital-hires
https://www.colorado.edu/career/2021/10/06/6-tips-help-you-prepare-interview
https://www.colorado.edu/career/2021/10/06/6-tips-help-you-prepare-interview
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
https://www.facebook.com/groups/APVMAprevet/

Situational Judgement Tests

Some schools are dropping interviews and switching to Casper.
It is an on-line situational judgement test. Test-takers are
presented with a series of realistic, hypothetical scenarios and
are asked what they would do if they were in each situation. It
takes 60-90 minutes to complete with an optional 15-minute
break halfway through. There are 12 sections, each with a
scenario and corresponding set of questions. For each section
there is a 60-90 second video-based scenario or a text-based



https://takecasper.com/test-prep/
https://takecasper.com/test-prep/
https://prep.uga.edu/
https://vet.uga.edu/education/phd-and-masters-degree-programs/comparative-biomedical-sciences-graduate-program/
https://vet.uga.edu/education/phd-and-masters-degree-programs/comparative-biomedical-sciences-graduate-program/
https://vet.uga.edu/education/phd-and-masters-degree-programs/comparative-biomedical-sciences-graduate-program/
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/non-degree-programs/pre-health
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/non-degree-programs/pre-health



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mhkBURj8_aY

Preparing to Apply
« Undergraduate and prerequisite tuition (course costs)

o Cost to take prerequisite courses at a
community college or another university

e Paid vs. unpaid experiences

o Help an applicant understand and embrace
the value of their time and work.

e Optional summer program costs
e Optional test preparation programs

o Costs associated with test preparation and re-testing
should be discussed. While only 6 schools require the
GRE and 1 school is GRE optional, it's important for
applicants to be aware of these additional costs.

o Does your school offer test-taking resources?

Applying to Veterinary School

e Testing fees and score submission fees
o GRE fees or Casper fees

e Transcript submission fee

e VMCAS Fee (for the main application)



/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/veterinary-debt-initiative/
/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/veterinary-debt-initiative/
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/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/
/becoming-a-veterinarian/funding-your-degree/

Xll. CAREERS IN
VETERINARY MEDICINE

Having an understanding of the many opportunities and careers
in veterinary medicine is helpful as you work with Pre-Veterinary
students. Below you will fnd general information about veterinary
medicine careers, job outlook, and veterinary specialties.

Every community needs veterinary professionals to provide
animal health care, but veterinarians also do many other kinds of
jobs. They make sure the nation’s food supply is safe; they work
to control the spread of diseases; and they conduct research
that helps both animals and humans.



Specialties

The AVMA recognizes many specialties within veterinary
medicine. These include anesthesia, animal welfare, behavior,
dentistry, dermatology, emergency and critical care, internal
medicine cardiology, internal medicine neurology, internal
medicine oncology, laboratory animal medicine, microbiology,
nutrition, ophthalmology, pathology, pharmacology, poultry
veterinarians, preventive medicine, radiology, sports medicine
and rehabilitation, surgery orthopedics, surgery soft tissue,
theriogenology, toxicology, veterinary practitioners (including
avian, equine, beef cattle, feline, canine/feline, exotic companion
mammal, food animal, dairy, reptile and amphibian, and swine
health management), and zoological medicine. You can fnd

out more about these specialties at the AVMA website (https:/
www.avma.org/education/veterinary-specialties). To become

a specialist, additional training is required beyond that of the
veterinary medicine degree, and additional examinations must be
passed to confrm skills in the specialty area.

XIIl. DO YOU STILL
WANT TO GO TO
VETERINARY SCHOOL?

Ask the student these refective questions to get them thinking:
1. Do you love animals?
2. More importantly, do you love science?
a. Have you taken two or more lab courses at the same time?
3. Do you like interacting with people?

4. Are you prepared for the academic, emotional,
and mental challenges of veterinary school?

5. Do you have a support system in place?

a. What support systems are available at the
veterinary schools you are interested in?

6. How do you handle stress?

The reality is that more and more veterinary students, eTTO 1 Tsts, eTTO


https://www.avma.org/education/veterinary-specialties
https://www.avma.org/education/veterinary-specialties

Industry: Typically refers to food, medical, and pharmaceutical
organizations that do not focus on clinical practice. These
organizations may focus on sales, recruitment, education,
research, or another area.

Private Practice: Has a veterinarian that treats and/or diagnoses
animal patients owned by an individual or a group of individuals.

Public Practice: Entails a veterinarian that treats and/or


mailto:ddabdub%40aavmc.org?subject=VMCAS%20-%20Advisor%20Guide%20-%20Question
mailto:bernie.fischer%40duke.edu?subject=AAVMC%20-%20Advisor%20Guide%20-%20Question

»

American Association of
Veterinary Medical Colleges

655 K Street NW, Suite 725
Washington, DC 20001


https://aavmc.org

